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Agenda 

•  China’s timber imports 

- Main products? 

- Main supplier countries? 

- Hardwood vs softwood 

•  China’s timber exports 

- Global trade partners 

- Main products to US/EU? 

- To which EU member states? 

- China’s market share in US/EU 

 



China: Domestic production flat while 

imports are rising 
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China’s forest product imports by volume 
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Pulp & paper product Timber product

Source: Chinese customs statistics 



China’s timber product imports by volume 
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Other

Charcoal

Veneer

Wood chips

Sawn wood

Logs

Source: Chinese customs statistics 



China’s timber product imports by source 

country & value 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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China’s softwood log imports by source 

country 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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China’s hardwood log imports by source 

country 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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China’s timber product exports (to world) 

by value 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 

44% goes to US and EU 
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China’s timber product exports to US by 

volume 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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China’s timber product exports to EU by 

volume 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

V
o

lu
m

e 
(m

ill
io

n
 m

3
 R

W
E)

 

European Union 

Furniture Plywood Fiberboard Flooring Other



China’s timber product exports to EU 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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Rest of EU

Sweden

Spain

Poland

Italy

Netherlands

Belgium

France

Germany

United Kingdom

Over 75% of export volume goes to 5 EU member states 



China’s furniture exports to EU in 2014 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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China’s plywood exports to EU in 2014 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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What portion of the EU’s timber product 

imports come from China? 

Source: IMM Analysis of Eurostat COMEXT; Rupert Oliver 



US imports of logs, sawn wood, veneer, 

and plywood (other than from Canada) 

Source: United States International Trade Commission; James Hewitt 
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US imports of other timber products 

(other than from Canada) 

Source: United States International Trade Commission; James Hewitt 
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Stay tuned 

• Forest Trends is preparing a China trade update 

using 2000 – 2014 customs statistics 

4/27/2015 



Thank you 
Eve Richer 

ericher@forest-trends.org 

 

www.forest-trends.org  



Hardwood versus softwood logs 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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Hardwood logs Softwood logs
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China’s timber product exports by volume 

Source: Chinese customs statistics 
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What portion of the EU’s timber product 

imports come from China? 

Source: IMM Analysis of Eurostat COMEXT; Rupert Oliver 



China Rosewood:  
Log imports by country & furniture export destinations 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

other DRC Mozambique Lao PDR

Myanmar Nicaragua Ghana Togo

Benin Gambia Vietnam

V
o

lu
m

e 
(1

0
0

0
 m

3 )
  

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

other France Macau United States

Hong Kong Taiwan Singapore Japan

Q
u
a
n
t
it
y

  


